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Abstract

Mahbubnagar, a culturally rich district in Telangana, is renowned for its historical landmarks,
artistic traditions, and vibrant folklore. The architectural splendor of Koilkonda Fort, Gadwal
Fort, and the Jogulamba Temple in Alampur reflects the region’s deep-rooted heritage, while the
exquisite Gadwal sarees, wood and stone carvings showcase its artistic excellence. Folklore
remains a vital part of Mahbubnagar’s identity, with Oggu Katha ballads and Lambadi dance
preserving age-old narratives of deities and legendary heroes. The district’s festivals, including
Bathukamma, Bonalu, and Gadwal Jathara, serve as grand celebrations of faith and tradition,
strengthening community bonds. However, with the impact of modernization, there is an urgent
need for heritage conservation, cultural tourism, and digital documentation to safeguard these
traditions. This article explores Mahbubnagar’s historical, artistic, and folkloric significance,
emphasizing the importance of preserving its rich cultural legacy for future generations.

Keywords: culture, traditions, folk art, heritage conservation.

Introduction

Mahbubnagar, a historic region in Telangana, is a treasure trove of cultural heritage, artistic
traditions, and folklore. Formerly known as Palamuru, this district has been a witness to the rise
and fall of various powerful dynasties, each leaving an indelible mark on its socio-cultural fabric.
From the Satavahanas to the Chalukyas, and later the Kakatiyas, Vijayanagara rulers, Qutb
Shahis, and Asaf Jahis (Nizams of Hyderabad), Mahbubnagar has been at the crossroads of
history, absorbing and reshaping diverse cultural influences over the centuries.

The district's historical significance is reflected in its magnificent temples, forts, and handloom
traditions, all of which embody the artistic ingenuity and architectural grandeur of different eras.
The Navabrahma Temples of Alampur, a legacy of the Badami Chalukyas, stand as fine examples
of early temple architecture, while the Gadwal Fort and Koilkonda Fort echo the martial history
of the region. The fusion of Hindu and Persian architectural elements seen in its heritage sites
highlights the syncretic culture that flourished in Mahbubnagar under various rulers.
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Beyond its tangible heritage, Mahbubnagar is also home to a rich oral and folk tradition that
continues to thrive in the region’s festivals, music, and storytelling practices. Oggu Katha, a
traditional form of narrative performance, keeps alive the myths and legends of deities like
Mallanna and Yellamma. The district is also known for its vibrant fairs and festivals, such as
Bathukamma, Bonalu, and the Jogulamba Devi festival, which not only serve as expressions of
faith but also as spaces for communal bonding and artistic performances.

Another distinctive feature of Mahbubnagar’s cultural heritage is its renowned handloom
industry, particularly the Gadwal sarees. These intricately woven textiles, known for their
lightweight yet durable fabric and unique zari borders, have placed the district on the map of
India’s traditional weaving communities. Similarly, local artisans engage in pottery, woodwork,
and metal crafts, continuing the artistic legacy passed down through generations.

Despite the winds of modernization, Mahbubnagar remains a living repository of Telangana’s
cultural heritage, where history and tradition seamlessly blend with contemporary life. As
Telangana continues to evolve, preserving and promoting the artistic and historical treasures of
Mahbubnagar becomes crucial in safeguarding the state’s identity and legacy. This article delves
into the district’s contributions to art, architecture, and folklore, exploring how its cultural
richness continues to shape the region’s identity and significance in Telangana’s history.

Historical Heritage of Mahbubnagar

Mahbubnagar, with its rich and layered history, is home to numerous historical landmarks that
echo the grandeur of'its past. From ancient temples and forts to religious and cultural centers, the
district showcases architectural marvels that reflect the influence of multiple dynasties that ruled
the region. Each monument and structure narrates a tale of conquest, devotion, and artistic
excellence, making Mahbubnagar a significant cultural hub in Telangana.

Koilkonda Fort: A Bastion of Medieval Power

One of the most prominent historical landmarks in Mahbubnagar is the Koilkonda Fort, which
dates back to the Bahmani Sultanate (14th—15th century) and later served as a strategic outpost
under the Golconda Qutb Shahi rulers. Perched atop a hill, the fort was a defensive stronghold,
offering panoramic views of the surrounding landscape. The architectural remnants of bastions,
gateways, and watchtowers suggest its military significance in guarding trade routes and
protecting the kingdom's frontiers. The fort also has a mosque and stepwell, indicating a blend of
Persian-Islamic influences that characterized the Bahmani and Qutb Shahi styles of architecture.
Today, Koilkonda Fort stands as a testament to the region’s medieval military prowess, attracting
history enthusiasts and trekkers alike.

Gadwal Fort: A Legacy of the 17th Century

The Gadwal Fort, built in the 17th century, is another architectural gem that showcases the fusion
of Hindu and Persian architectural elements. Constructed by the rulers of the Gadwal Samsthan,
a princely state under the Nizams of Hyderabad, this fort is renowned for its massive stone walls,
bastions, and intricate carvings. The rulers of Gadwal were known for their patronage of culture
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and the arts, and the fort served as a center of governance and administration. Within its
premises, the Ranganayaka Swamy Temple, dedicated to Lord Vishnu, is a major attraction,
exhibiting exquisite Dravidian-style carvings and sculptures. The fort remains a symbol of
Mahbubnagar’s feudal history, reflecting the region’s martial traditions and royal grandeur.

Sri Jogulamba Bala Brahmeshwara Temple: Chalukyan Architectural Marvel

One of the most sacred and historically significant sites in Mahbubnagar is the Sri Jogulamba
Bala Brahmeshwara Temple in Alampur, located on the banks of the Tungabhadra River. Dating
back to the 7th century, this temple complex is associated with the Badami Chalukyas, one ofthe
most influential dynasties in South India. The temple is one of the Shakti Peethas, making it an
important pilgrimage center for devotees of Shaktism (worship of Goddess Shakti).

Alampur is also known for the Navabrahma Temples, a group of nine temples dedicated to Lord
Shiva, built in the Chalukyan style. These temples display intricate carvings, mythological
motifs, and inscriptions, reflecting the high level of craftsmanship achieved during the Chalukya
period. The Jogulamba Temple, in particular, stands out for its sculptural brilliance and spiritual
significance, making Alampur one of the finest examples of early South Indian temple
architecture.

Pillalamarri: The Living Legend of a Banyan Tree

The town of Pillalamarri, located near Mahbubnagar, is home to one of the oldest banyan trees in
India, estimated to be over 800 years old. Spanning nearly three acres, this ancient tree has
multiple trunks and aerial roots, forming a natural canopy that resembles a forest. Pillalamarri is
not just a botanical wonder but also a site of local folklore and legends. It is believed to have
been a place of meditation for sages and saints, adding a spiritual dimension to its significance.

The area surrounding the banyan tree also houses an archaeological museum that displays
artifacts, sculptures, and inscriptions from different historical periods, further enriching the
cultural landscape of Mahbubnagar.

Jetprole and Somasila Temples: Preserving Religious and Architectural Heritage

On the banks of the Krishna River, the ancient temples of Jetprole and Somasila stand as
testaments to Mahbubnagar’s religious and architectural heritage. The Jetprole Temples, built
during the Western Chalukya and Kakatiya periods, are dedicated to Shiva and Vishnu. The
temples feature intricately sculpted pillars, friezes, and ornate gopurams (towering gateways) that
depict scenes from Hindu mythology. The Somasila Temples, a group of 15 temples, are known
for their fine carvings and serene riverfront location. These temples have been a major center for
religious activities, drawing pilgrims from across Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. Despite natural
calamities and time-related decay, these temples continue to be important cultural and religious
landmarks, attracting historians and devotees alike.
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Art and Craft of Mahbubnagar

Mahbubnagar boasts a vibrant artistic tradition that is deeply rooted in its cultural history. From
exquisite handloom weaving to intricate wood and stone carvings, the district has been a center
for craftsmanship that reflects the skills and heritage of generations of artisans. The art and craft
of Mahbubnagar not only showcase the aesthetic sensibilities of the region but also play a crucial
role in preserving Telangana’s rich artistic legacy.

One of the most celebrated artistic contributions of Mahbubnagar is the Gadwal saree, renowned
for its fine cotton weave with silk borders and elaborate zari work. Originating from the town of
Gadwal, these sarees have gained national and international recognition for their lightweight
texture, durability, and intricate designs. Interlocking Weaving Technique-The body is woven
with cotton, while the border and pallu (end piece) are woven with silk, skillfully joined using
the kuttu technique, making them seamless yet distinct.

» Temple-Inspired Motifs-Designs often draw inspiration from temple architecture, floral
patterns, and traditional geometric motifs, giving these sarees a regal and timeless appeal.

» Zari Embellishments-The borders are adorned with gold and silver zari work, adding a rich
and festive touch, making these sarees a preferred choice for weddings and special occasions.

The craft of handloom weaving in Gadwal has been nurtured for centuries, and the Geographical
Indication (GI) tag granted to Gadwal sarees has further solidified their identity in the textile
industry. Even today, skilled weavers continue this age-old tradition, ensuring that Mahbubnagar
remains an important hub for handloom production in Telangana.

Wood and Stone Carving: A Testament to Artistic Excellence

Beyond textiles, Mahbubnagar is also known for its wood and stone carving traditions, which
have been practiced by local artisans for generations. The influence of Chalukyan and Kakatiya
architecture can be seen in the sculptural elements of temples, decorative household items, and
traditional wooden artifacts.

» Temple Sculptures-Many ancient temples in Mahbubnagar, especially in Alampur, Jetprole,
and Somasila, feature intricate stone carvings of deities, mythological scenes, and floral
motifs. These carvings exhibit meticulous craftsmanship, showcasing the artisans' ability to
bring life to stone.

» Wooden Craftsmanship-Artisans in the region create elaborate wooden doors, pillars, and
decorative pieces, often used in temples and traditional homes. The carving techniques are
passed down through generations, preserving a unique aspect of Mahbubnagar’s artistic
heritage.

Stone sculptors continue to produce miniature replicas of temple idols, ornamental panels, and
heritage-themed artwork, which are in demand among art collectors and historians.
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Metal Craft and Pottery: Traditional Art Forms

Another significant craft in Mahbubnagar is metal craft, particularly seen in the making of’brass
and copper artifacts. Artisans create lamps, utensils, religious idols, and decorative objects,
reflecting the traditional metalwork techniques passed down over centuries. These objects are
often handcrafted with intricate detailing, making them sought after in local markets and
religious ceremonies.

Similarly, pottery is an important handicraft in Mahbubnagar. Clay pots, terracotta figurines, and
decorative earthenware are still made using traditional wheel-based techniques, often decorated
with natural dyes and tribal patterns.

Folk Art and Performing Traditions

In addition to handicrafts, Mahbubnagar is home to vibrant folk art traditions, which form an
integral part of its cultural landscape.

» Oggu Katha-A unique storytelling and musical performance tradition, performed by Oggu
artists, who narrate legends of deities like Mallanna, Yellamma, and Beerappa through
rhythmic chanting and dramatization.

» Cheriyal Paintings-Though primarily associated with the Warangal region, Cheriyal scroll
paintings depicting folk narratives and epics have influenced the artistic storytelling
traditions in Mahbubnagar as well.

Mahbubnagar’s folklore and traditions are deeply woven into the fabric of'its agrarian, tribal, and
religious heritage. The district, with its diverse communities, has preserved its oral storytelling
traditions, folk music, dances, and rituals, which continue to thrive through generations. These
cultural elements are not only a source of entertainment but also a means of preserving the
collective history, values, and spiritual beliefs of the people.

Oral Traditions and Storytelling

The folklore of Mahbubnagar is predominantly oral, with myths, legends, and heroic ballads
passed down from generation to generation. These stories often center around:

» Local deities and saints-Tales of Peddamma Talli, Yellamma, Mallanna, and Beerappa are
narrated in villages, reflecting the religious and spiritual ethos of the region.

» Heroic figures and warriors-Folk narratives celebrate regional heroes and warriors who stood
against oppression, showcasing themes of courage, sacrifice, and justice.

» Moral and social lessons-Many folk tales are allegorical, teaching lessons on virtue, justice,
and harmony with nature.

The oral tradition is kept alive through elders, temple priests, and folk performers, who recount
these stories during festivals, rituals, and village gatherings.
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Oggu Katha: The Musical Ballads of Mahbubnagar

One of the most distinctive folk traditions of Mahbubnagar is Oggu Katha, a ballad-singing and
storytelling tradition performed by Oggu community artists. This narrative folk art is dedicated to
deities like Mallanna, Yellamma, and Beerappa and is performed in a rhythmic, dramatic, and
interactive manner.

Key features of Oggu Katha include:

» Chanting and singing-Performers use a combination of musical narration, dialogues, and
chanting to engage the audience.

» Traditional instruments-The use of dappu (hand drum), harmonium, and cymbals adds a
rhythmic dimension to the performance.

» Ritual significance-Oggu Katha is often performed during religious ceremonies, temple
festivals, and village gatherings, emphasizing the strong connection between folklore and
faith.

This tradition remains one of the most significant cultural expressions of Telangana, drawing
large audiences even in the modern era.

Lambadi Dance: The Vibrant Expression of the Banjaras

Mahbubnagar is home to the Lambadi (Banjara) community, known for its distinct folk traditions
and colorful dance forms. The Lambadi dance, performed mainly by women in vibrant attire, is a
symbol of joy and festivity.

» Costumes-The dancers wear brightly embroidered skirts, cholis, and odhnis (veils), adorned
with mirrors, beads, and coins, giving the dance a striking visual appeal.

» Rhythmic Movements-The dance involves graceful sways, synchronized footwork, and
clapping, reflecting the nomadic spirit and festive energy of the Banjaras.

» Community Celebrations-The Lambadi dance is performed during harvest festivals,
marriages, and special occasions, celebrating the resilience and unity of the community.

Festivals and Rituals Rooted in Folklore

Mahbubnagar’s folklore is also reflected in its traditional festivals and rituals, which blend Hindu
beliefs with tribal and agrarian customs.

» Bonalu Festival-Dedicated to Goddess Mahakali, this festival involves the offering of rice,
jaggery, and curd in decorated pots, accompanied by folk music, dances, and ritual
processions.

» Bathukamma-A flower festival celebrated by women, where they arrange colorful floral
stacks and sing traditional songs in reverence to Goddess Gauri.

» Peddamma Talli and Yellamma Jatara-Grand religious fairs that attract thousands of devotees,
featuring folk performances, storytelling sessions, and rituals rooted in centuries-old beliefs.
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These festivals serve as a living repository of folklore, ensuring that Mahbubnagar’s cultural
traditions continue to thrive.

Fairs and Festivals of Mahbubnagar

Mahbubnagar’s fairs and festivals are a vibrant reflection of its deep-rooted traditions, religious
fervor, and cultural heritage. These celebrations not only serve as occasions of devotion and
communal harmony but also highlight the region’s artistic, social, and economic vibrancy. From
grand temple festivals to lively folk gatherings, these events bring together people from diverse
backgrounds, strengthening the cultural identity of the district.

Bathukamma: The Floral Festival of Telangana

Bathukamma, an iconic festival of Telangana, is celebrated with immense joy and grandeur in
Mahbubnagar. Marking the onset of Sharad Navaratri (September—October), this festival is a
tribute to Goddess Gauri (Bathukamma), the life-giver and protector of nature.

» Flower Arrangements-Women create multi-tiered floral arrangements using seasonal flowers
like tangedu, gunugu, and marigold, symbolizing fertility and prosperity.

» Traditional Songs and Dances-Women gather in circles, singing folk songs praising the
goddess, while performing rhythmic Bathukamma dances.

» Immersion Ritual-On the final day, known as Saddula Bathukamma, the floral arrangements
are immersed in local water bodies, reinforcing the deep connection between culture and
nature.

This festival is not only a spiritual and cultural celebration but also a symbol of ecological
consciousness, as it promotes the use of biodegradable floral materials and strengthens women’s
participation in cultural traditions.

Bonalu: The Devotional Offering to Goddess Mahankali

Bonalu, another significant festival of Telangana, is celebrated with immense religious fervor in
Mahbubnagar. Dedicated to Goddess Mahankali, this festival is marked by:

» Sacred Offerings-Women carry decorated pots filled with rice, jaggery, and curd as offerings
to the goddess.

» Grand Processions-The festival features colorful processions with drummers, folk dancers,
and Pothurajus (devotees painted in vibrant colors), who add to the festive spirit.

» Ritual Worship-Special prayers are conducted at temples dedicated to Mahankali, with
devotees seeking protection and prosperity.

Bonalu reflects the region’s devotion to folk goddesses, with its music, dance, and community
gatherings creating a unique spiritual atmosphere.

Gadwal Jathara: A Grand Cultural Fair

The Gadwal Jathara is one of the most important fairs in Mahbubnagar, celebrated with great
enthusiasm and participation from artisans, traders, and cultural performers.
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» Marketplace and Handicrafts-The fair showcases handloom products like Gadwal sarees,
wooden carvings, and pottery, providing a boost to local artisans.

» Traditional Dance and Music-Folk performances, Lambadi dances, and Oggu Katha recitals
entertain visitors and preserve cultural expressions.

» Community Feasts and Rituals-Mass feasts, devotional offerings, and temple rituals bring
people together, fostering a sense of community and shared heritage.

The Gadwal Jathara is not just a religious gathering but also an economic and cultural hub,
promoting local crafts, tourism, and social harmony.

Other Fairs and Festivals of Mahbubnagar

Apart from these grand celebrations, Mahbubnagar hosts several regional and temple fairs, each
with its unique historical and cultural significance:

» Ranganayaka Swamy Jathara-A major religious fair held at Ranganayaka Swamy Temple,
attracting thousands of devotees.

» Bheemuni Panduga-A traditional festival celebrating Bheema, one of the Pandavas, reflecting
the epic heritage of the region.

» SriAnjaneya Swamy Jathara-Held at Beechupally Anjaneya Temple, this festival is dedicated
to Lord Hanuman, drawing pilgrims from Telangana and neighbouring states.

Conclusion

Mahbubnagar’s art, heritage, and folklore are a testament to its rich and diverse cultural legacy,
deeply intertwined with Telangana’s historical and artistic identity. From the majestic forts and
ancient temples to the exquisite craftsmanship of Gadwal sarees and the soulful rhythms of Oggu
Katha, every aspect of Mahbubnagar’s cultural landscape reflects the resilience and creativity of
its people. The district’s vibrant fairs and festivals, such as Bathukamma and Bonalu, not only
celebrate devotion but also foster community bonds and artistic expression.

As modernization and urbanization reshape society, it is imperative to preserve and promote
these traditions through heritage conservation, cultural tourism, and digital documentation.
Encouraging local artisans, supporting folk artists, and safeguarding historic monuments will
ensure that Mahbubnagar’s cultural identity remains vibrant and relevant. By embracing both
tradition and progress, Mahbubnagar can continue to be a living repository of Telangana’s artistic
and historical grandeur, inspiring future generations to cherish and carry forward its rich cultural
heritage.
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